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tastes and aroma of a wine and eloquently 
translating these attributes into prose. 

In addition to publishing the Wine Advocate, 
Mr. Parker has written 11 books on wine. His 
first book, Bordeaux, was published in 1985 
and was met with critical acclaim worldwide. 

Mr. Parker has been a powerful advocate of 
the international wine industry. In a 1998 arti-
cle, Los Angeles Times media critic David 
Shaw called Parker, ‘‘the most powerful critic 
of any kind, any where.’’ Mr. Parker’s reviews 
have steadily guided wine consumers for 
many years. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I think it is appro-
priate that we honor and congratulate Robert 
Parker on his 25 years of publishing the Wine 
Advocate and we thank Mr. Parker for his 
service as a tireless champion of the wine in-
dustry. 

f 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL YOUNG 
SCIENTIST CHALLENGE 

HON. SHERWOOD BOEHLERT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, as Chairman 
of the House Committee on Science, I am an 
avid supporter of programs that encourage the 
youth of America to push the limits of innova-
tion and originality in science. One such pro-
gram is the Discovery Channel Young Sci-
entist Challenge. 

Created in 1999, Discovery Communica-
tions, Inc., designed the Discovery Channel 
Young Scientist Challenge as part of the solu-
tion to America’s chronic underachievement in 
science and math. The annual national contest 
responds to evidence that academic perform-
ance and interest in science among American 
students declines dramatically as students be-
come older. This is particularly evident during 
the middle school years. 

For these reasons, the Discovery Channel 
Young Scientist Challenge identifies and hon-
ors America’s top middle school student who 
demonstrates the best skills in leadership, 
teamwork, and scientific problem solving. 
More than 7,500 middle school students have 
entered the challenge since its inception in 
order to compete for the title of ‘‘America’s 
Top Young Scientist of the Year.’’ Since 1999, 
scholarship awards for the students have to-
taled more than $450,000 and challenge win-
ners have participated in science-related trips 
to far-off places, including the Roslin Institute 
in Midlothian, Scotland, and the El Yunque 
rain forest in Puerto Rico. 

On September 20, 2004, Discovery Commu-
nications, Inc., announced the 40 middle 
school students who have advanced to the 
finals of the Discovery Channel Young Sci-
entist Challenge. Selected from more than 
1,700 entrants, the finalists represent an elite 
group of young Americans who demonstrated 
exceptional creativity and communications 
skills in original science research projects. The 
40 finalists will come to Washington, D.C., Oc-
tober 23–27, where they will take part in the 
Discovery Channel Young Scientist Challenge 
finalist competition at University of Maryland’s 
Cole Field House. They will compete in team- 
based, interactive challenges celebrating 100 
years of Albert Einstein’s physics discoveries. 
The winners will be announced at the awards 
ceremony on October 27, 2004. 

The finalists for the 2004 Discovery Channel 
Young Scientist Challenge are: Kasey 
Borchardt of Vernon, Texas; Pinaki Bose of 
Fort Worth, Texas; Rebecca Chan of 
Encinitas, California; Sara Clark of Pipe 
Creek, Texas; Shireen Dhir of Kathleen, Geor-
gia; Nicholas Ekladyous of Imlay City, Michi-
gan; Julia Fanning of San Antonio, Texas; 
Austin Fullmer of Glendale, California; Sherri 
Gerten of Columbus Grove, Ohio; Joy Hines 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana; Daniel Jakubisin of 
Fairview Park, Ohio; Christine Johns of Cape 
Coral, Florida; Sravya Keremane of Gaines-
ville, Florida; Kevin Lane of Flora Vista, New 
Mexico; Amanda Lu of Plano, Texas; Philip 
Mansour of San Ramon, California; David 
Marash-Whitman of Saratogo, California; 
Shannon McClintock of San Diego, California; 
Elijah Mena of Gales Ferry, Connecticut; Mary 
Anne Messer of Hattiesburg, Mississippi; 
Maryam Mohammed of Niceville, Florida; Ana 
Pedrajo of Coral Gables, Florida; Jordan Pen-
nell of Jacksonville, Illinois; Molly Pettit of 
Portland, Oregon; Jonathan Reasoner of Tuc-
son, Arizona; Chana Rich of Fairfield, Con-
necticut; Anastasia Roda of Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania; Michael Rutenberg-Schoenberg of 
Portland, Oregon; Celine Saucier of Midland, 
Michigan; Anton Schraut of Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania; David Sharples of East Windsor, 
New Jersey; Dustin Shea of Jacksonville, Illi-
nois; Daniella Sinay of Trumbull, Connecticut; 
Janet Song of Audubon, Pennsylvania; Eric 
Strege of La Quinta, California; Adam Tazi of 
Orlando, Florida; Blake Thompson of Gaines-
ville, Florida; David Westrich of Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri; Kyle Yawn of Bonaire, 
Georgia; and Blake Zwerling of Portland, Or-
egon. 

At a time when science and technology 
plays such an enormous role in our lives, I be-
lieve it is imperative that we continue to sup-
port and nurture the next generation of young 
scientists. I would like to congratulate these 
students for their dedication and hard work in 
the name of science and wish them all good 
luck during the 2004 Discovery Channel 
Young Scientist Challenge. 
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TRIBUTE TO CURESEARCH 

HON. JIM SAXTON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend CureSearch for the admirable work it 
does to fight against childhood cancers, the 
number one disease killer of children in the 
United States today. 

CureSearch, a coalition between the Na-
tional Childhood Cancer Foundation and Chil-
dren’s Oncology Group; which is comprised of 
over 5000 children’s oncologist around the 
country, is on the frontlines of our nation’s war 
against childhood cancer. Their efforts are 
making a considerable impact upon the lives 
of children who have been diagnosed. 
CureSearch’s work has enabled more than 77 
percent of those diagnosed to survive these 
diseases. This is dramatic impact considering 
that forty years ago childhood cancer was al-
most always fatal. 

Certainly, this is an improvement, but we 
are still not doing enough to prevent children 
from dying of cancer. The fact that cancer still 

kills is proof enough that more research is cru-
cial to eliminate these terrible diseases. 

A cure for all children fighting cancer is with-
in our grasp. By further developing the Federal 
partnership with CureSearch and increasing 
funding for research, we can eliminate these 
diseases within our lifetime. By uniting to fight 
childhood cancers, soon there will be a day 
when every child with cancer can be guaran-
teed a cure. 

f 

HONORING JANET REDDING ON 
HER RETIREMENT FROM SAN 
JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, Congressman 
HONDA and I would like to congratulate Janet 
C. Redding, Vice President for University Ad-
vancement of San Jose1 State University 
(SJSU) as she retires after 19 years of dedi-
cated and honorable service. 

Redding was the Special Assistant to the 
President for Governmental and External Re-
lations for San Jose State University, Silicon 
Valley’s Metropolitan University. SJSU is the 
oldest public institution on the West Coast 
(founded in 1857) and one of the largest insti-
tutions in the 23-campus California State Uni-
versity System. With more than 3,000 employ-
ees, SJSU is the fourth largest public em-
ployer in Silicon Valley, with an annual oper-
ating budget of over $350 million. 

A former schoolteacher at both public and 
private schools, Redding has been at SJSU 
for 19 years, where she oversees External, 
Governmental and Community Relations. 
Under her leadership as Vice President for 
University Advancement contributions to the 
university have totaled more than $100 million 
in the last decade. During her tenure, Redding 
created the Division of University Advance-
ment by expanding the Alumni Association, 
the Office of Communications and Public Af-
fairs, and the Office of Development. She also 
created the President’s Advisory Council, 
whose members serve as advocates and advi-
sors to the President of the university on 
issues affecting the university. In addition 
Janet was involved with helping to secure both 
public and private funds for the new Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. joint library serving both the Uni-
versity and the City of San Jose. She helped 
raise $10M from private sources and $90M 
from the California State Legislature. Over the 
past two years she worked to secure Federal 
funding for the CSU Coastal Initiative at Moss 
Landing and for Nanotechnology Research in 
the College of Engineering here at SJSU. 

A 1993 graduate of Leadership San Jose, 
Redding served on the San Jose Convention 
and Visitors Bureau Board for six years, in-
cluding a term on the executive committee as 
treasurer. In 1997, San Jose Mayor Susan 
Hammer honored Janet as one of the Out-
standing Women of Silicon Valley. She is a 
member of the National Society of Fund Rais-
ing Executives, Silicon Valley Chapter, the 
Council for Advancement and Support of Edu-
cation, and the Silicon Valley Planned Giving 
Council. 

Throughout the years, we have always been 
impressed by her energy and dedication to the 
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many causes she has worked so hard for. She 
leaves big shoes to fill and we will miss work-
ing with her for the betterment of San Jose 
State University. Good luck Janet. 

f 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM OF 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

HON. DIANE E. WATSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Ms. WATSON. Mr Speaker, a very impor-
tant initiative is being launched in my district 
by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles 
County. Many of us think of a museum as 
merely a place to visit to see educational ex-
hibits. That is not always the case. Many of 
our Nation’s museums are leading the way in 
critical scientific research. 

The Natural History Museum of Los Angeles 
County is one such museum. It is the steward 
of one of the world’s largest collections of ma-
rine life, representing hundreds of years of 
ocean biodiversity. The Museum aims to orga-
nize its valuable, world class marine collection 
and merge that with new research opportuni-
ties to gather and distribute information critical 
to biodiversity studies and conservation ef-
forts. With this, the Museum is establishing the 
West Coast Center for Marine Biodiversity as 
a hub for oceanic preservation and research. 

The West Coast Center for Marine Biodiver-
sity will be an extraordinary public-private part-
nership that will benefit the world’s oceans 
and the future sustainability of its valuable re-
sources. Most importantly, the Center will take 
a significant step to fulfilling the goals of the 
Federal Government to save the world’s 
oceans and the ecosystems they support. 

There has been significant news lately re-
garding the status of the world’s oceans with 
the release of the Ocean’s Commission Re-
port earlier this year. I know the researchers 
and data at the West Coast Center for Bio-
diversity can be a tremendous asset to the ef-
forts at the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pherics Administration (NOAA) and other Fed-
eral departments and agencies doing similar 
work. I strongly encourage the development of 
a partnership with these Federal entities and 
the West Coast Center for Marine Biodiversity 
at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles 
County. 

f 

LEONARD C. BURCH POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JEFF FLAKE 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 6, 2004 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-
leagues in condemning the ongoing civil war 
in Southern Sudan and the genocide in the 
Darfur region of the same country. 

I was with my colleagues of the House of 
Representatives on July 22, 2004, when we 
unanimously voted in favor of H. Con. Res. 
467, a resolution declaring that the atrocities 
in Darfur, Sudan, are genocide. That same 
resolution commends the Administration’s 
leadership in seeking a peaceful resolution to 

the conflict in Darfur and in addressing the en-
suing humanitarian crisis. 

I do not support H.R. 5061, Comprehensive 
Peace in Sudan Act, however, because I be-
lieve it limits the President’s options in dealing 
with Sudan at a time when he should have 
flexibility. I expect continued resolve from the 
administration and believe that we should pre-
serve whatever flexibility is needed to move 
toward effective solutions in Sudan. 

f 

SPACE AND AERONAUTICS PRIZE 
ACT 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Space and 
Aeronautics, I can think of no better way to 
end my tenure than to finally witness the 
dream of commercial human space flight be-
coming a reality. Burt Rutan’s tremendous ac-
complishment this week not only proved that 
space is no longer the sole domain of govern-
ment, but it is a testament to the innovative 
and creative potential of space entrepreneurs. 
On my watch, I’ve been privileged to peer into 
the future of dynamic citizen astronauts rou-
tinely flying to and from the heavens. I ap-
plaud the hard work and dedication of Burt 
Rutan and the good people behind the Ansari 
X-Prize. They are shining examples of the 
American can-do spirit at its best. 

Commercial space transportation is advanc-
ing on-orbit services that have so enriched our 
daily lives. The private sector should be en-
couraged to continue this successful trend. I 
am convinced a new generation of space en-
trepreneurs is ready to make their mark in 
contributing to low Earth orbit development, as 
well as returning to the Moon. 

In the past, prizes have played an important 
role by promoting progress in the development 
of aviation. Charles Lindbergh won the 
$10,000 private Orteig Prize for becoming the 
first man to fly solo across the Atlantic, and 
the U.S. government offered prizes in the 
1920s and 1930s to meet its aviation needs. 
The X-Prize has served as a means to stimu-
late private manned space activities. I believe 
we can do more in making the President’s vi-
sion for space exploration a reality by award-
ing cash prizes to encourage greater participa-
tion of the private sector in the national space 
program. Today, I am introducing legislation 
that will establish a National Endowment for 
Space and Aeronautics for the national good. 

The Endowment is intended to provide an 
exciting new incentive to private sector space 
entrepreneurs. Cash prizes in recognition of 
outstanding achievements in the scientific re-
search and technology development are envi-
sioned as critical to the Endowment’s pro-
gram. The program also is directed to receive 
donations and private gifts for the benefit of 
the Nation’s aeronautics and space endeav-
ors. 

The Endowment is specifically directed to 
award a prize for the demonstration of a reus-
able space flight vehicle to carry at least one 
person to a minimum altitude of 400 kilo-
meters from the United States, or its terri-
tories. The spacecraft is to complete at least 
three complete orbits of the Earth and return 

safely to the Earth. The total amount of the 
cash prize for this demonstration is not to ex-
ceed $100,000,000. 

Like the pioneers before them, I’m encour-
aged that individuals like Burt Rutan, Mike 
Melvill and Brian Binnie, as well as others, will 
open new frontiers that will continue to benefit 
American’s leadership role in space. The En-
dowment legislation is a small step in the right 
direction. 

f 

TAIWAN’S NATIONAL DAY 

HON. GIL GUTKNECHT 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I extend my 
best wishes and congratulations to Taiwan 
Ambassador David Lee, President Chen Shui- 
bian, and the 23 million people of the Republic 
of China on the occasion of their National 
Day, October 10th. 

The United States is Taiwan’s largest trad-
ing partner. In 2000, total U.S.-Taiwan trade 
was approximately $65 billion, with a Taiwan 
surplus of approximately $16 billion. Taiwan’s 
chief exports to the United States include 
clothing and footwear, toys, and various elec-
tronic products. In recent years, Taiwanese 
government officials have attempted to accom-
modate increased U.S. pressure on trade 
issues by meeting many U.S. demands for 
greater market access for U.S. goods and 
services, and responded to U.S. complaints by 
taking stronger measures to protect U.S. copy-
rights and other intellectual property rights. 

The Republic of China on Taiwan is a gen-
uine democracy and its people enjoy one of 
the highest standards of living in the world. As 
one of our largest trading partners and friends 
in the Far East, it is my opinion that the Re-
public of China on Taiwan deserves much 
greater international recognition. I will continue 
to press for more favorable U.S. treatment of 
Taiwan and for Taiwan’s inclusion in some ca-
pacity in international organizations like the 
World Health Organization. Taiwan’s participa-
tion in the World Health Organization is vital to 
the interests of the people of Taiwan, and will 
open Taiwan’s access to the latest information 
on epidemics and diseases. I have joined the 
House Taiwan Caucus to express my support 
of this important ally. 

I hope that we will continue to strengthen 
U.S.-Taiwan relations and raise the level of 
strategic cooperation between the United 
States and Taiwan in accordance with the Tai-
wan Relations Act. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE UTAH REC-
REATIONAL LANDS EXCHANGE 
ACT OF 2004 

HON. JIM MATHESON 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of legislation that my colleague 
CHRIS CANNON and I are introducing in the 
House today. I am pleased that so many 
stakeholders have come together to create 
this legislation, which will preserve thousands 
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